MASTER AND EMPLOYER

tered ; especially in the pleurisies, and all inflamma-
tory disorders accompanied with pain, when a few
days' neglect, or want of bleeding might render the
ailment incurable. In such cases sweeten'd teas,
broths and (according to the nature of the complaint,
and the doctor's prescription) sometimes a little
wine, may be necessary to nourish and restore the
patient; and these I am perfectly willing to allow,
when it is requisite. My fear is, as I expressed to
you in a former letter, that the under overseers are
so unfeeling, in short viewing the negros in no other
light than as a better kind of cattle, the moment
they cease to work, they cease their care of them."

At Mount Vernon his care for the slaves was more
personal. At a time when the small-pox was rife in
Virginia he instructed his overseer " what to do if
the Small pox should come amongst them," and
when he " received letters from Winchester, inform-
ing me that the Small pox had got among my quar-
ters in Frederick; [I]determin'd . . . to leave town
as soon as possible, and proceed up to them. . . .
After taking the Doctors directions in regard to my
people ... I set out for my quarters about 12
oclock, time enough to go over them and found
evety thing in the utmost confusion, disorder and
backwardness. . . . Got Blankets and every other
requisite from Winchester, and settl'd things on the
best footing I cou'd, . . . Val Crawford agreeing
if any of those at the upper quarter got it, to have
them remov'd into my room and the Nurse sent for."

Other sickness was equally attended to, as the fol-
lowing entries in his diary show : "visited my Plan-ebooks on agriculture as he
